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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 
IN RE:       §    

§ 
DEEPROOT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT,    § 
LLC, ET AL.,1      § BANKRUPTCY NO. 21-51523-MMP 
       §     LEAD CASE         
DEBTORS.       §  JOINTLY ADMINISTERED 
 

  
FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE OF LEGAL FEES AND EXPENSES  

FOR PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP, AS COUNSEL TO THE TRUSTEE  
FOR THE TIME PERIOD OF DECEMBER 15, 2021 TO APRIL 30, 2022 

  
 

THIS PLEADING REQUESTS RELIEF THAT MAY BE ADVERSE TO 

YOUR INTERESTS. 
 

IF NO TIMELY RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS 

FROM THE DATE OF SERVICE, THE RELIEF REQUESTED HEREIN 

MAY BE GRANTED WITHOUT A HEARING BEING HELD. 
  

A TIMELY FILED RESPONSE IS NECESSARY FOR A HEARING TO BE 

HELD. 
 
 

Name of Applicant: Randall A. Pulman 
Pulman Cappuccio & Pullen, 
LLP

Applicant’s professional role in case Counsel for the Chapter 7 
Trustee

Indicate whether this is an interim or final application Interim  

Date Order of Appointment filed 01/20/2022 [ECF No. 48]
Effective Date of Appointment 12/20/2021 
 Beginning of Period 

 
Ending of Period 

 
1  The administratively consolidated chapter 7 cases, along with their respective case numbers and the last four 
digits of each Debtor's federal tax identification number, are:  I n  R e :Policy Services, Inc. 21-51513 (2864),  In 
Re: Wizard Mode Media, LLC, 21-51514 (3205), I n  R e :  deeproot Pinball LLC, 21-51515 (0320), I n  R e :  
deeproot Growth Runs Deep Fund, LLC, 21-51516 (8046), I n  Re :  deeproot 575 Fund, LLC, 21-51517 (9404), I n  
R e :  deeproot 3 Year Bonus Income Debenture Fund, LLC, 21-51518 (7731), In Re: deeproot  Bonus Growth  5 
Year Debenture  Fund, LLC, 21-51519 (9661),  In Re: deeproot Tech LLC, 21-51520 (9043), In Re: deeproot 
Funds LLC, 21-51521  (9404), I n  R e :  deeproot Studios LLC , 21-51522 (6283), and In Re: deeproot Capital 
Management, LLC, 21-51523 (2638), each a “Bankruptcy Estate” and collectively, “Bankruptcy Estates”. 
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Total period covered in application 12/15/2021 4/30/2022 
Time periods covered by any prior 
applications 

N/A N/A 

Total amounts awarded in all prior applications $0.00 

Amount of retainer received in the case $0.00
Amount of credit applied by PC&P to fees $16,320.00 
Total fees applied for in this application and in all prior 
applications (including any retainer amounts or credits applied 
or to be applied) 

$226,982.50 

Total fees applied for in this application (including any retainer 
amounts or credits to be applied) 

$226,982.50 

Total professional fees requested in this application $226,982.50 
Total professional hours covered by this application 666.15
Reimbursable expenses sought in this application $28,952.54 
Application Cost Approximately $15,000.00

 
TO THE HONORABLE MICHAEL M. PARKER, UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE: 

 Pulman, Cappuccio & Pullen, LLP (“PC&P”), attorneys for John Patrick Lowe, Chapter 

7 Trustee (“Trustee”) for the bankruptcy estates of deeproot Capital Management, LLC, Policy 

Services, Inc., Wizard Mode Media, LLC, deeproot Pinball LLC, deeproot Growth Runs Deep 

Fund, LLC, deeproot 575 Fund, LLC, deeproot 3 Year Bonus Income Debenture Fund, LLC, 

deeproot Bonus Growth 5 Year Debenture Fund, LLC, deeproot Tech LLC, deeproot Funds LLC, 

deeproot Studios LLC (each a “Debtor” and collectively, the “Debtors”), being jointly 

administered under lead case In re: deeproot Capital Management, LLC, Case No. 21-51523, 

hereby files this First Interim Application for Allowance of Hourly Legal Fees and Expenses for 

Pulman, Cappuccio & Pullen, LLP, as Counsel to the Trustee for the Time Period of December 

15, 2021 to April 30, 2022 (“First Interim Fee Application”), for allowance of compensation of 

$226,982.50 and reimbursement of expenses of $28,952.54, for a total of $255,935.04, for the time 

period of December 15, 2021 to April 30, 2022. In support of this application, PC&P respectfully 

asks the Court to approve and authorize this First Interim Fee Application, based on the following: 
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I. Jurisdiction and Venue  

1. This Court has jurisdiction over this First Interim Fee Application pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334. Venue for this case is proper in the Western District of Texas under 28 

U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409. This is a core proceeding under 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2). 

2. On December 9, 2021, (the “Petition Date”), the Debtors filed voluntary petitions 

under Chapter 7 of title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101-1532 (as amended, the 

“Bankruptcy Code”) [ECF No. 1]. The Court, by its Order entered December 21, 2021, 

authorized that the Debtors’ bankruptcy cases be jointly administered under lead case In re: 

deeproot Capital Management, LLC, Case No. 21-51523 (the “Jointly Administered Case”) 

[ECF No. 20]. 

3. On or about December 21, 2021, John Patrick Lowe was duly appointed as Trustee. 

4. The statutory predicates for the relief sought by this First Interim Fee Application 

are sections 328(a) and 331 of the Bankruptcy Code.  

5. A copy of the proposed order in conformity with Local Rule 9013 is attached as 

Exhibit A.  

6. A copy of the Summary of this Application is attached as Exhibit B. 

II. Factual and Procedural Background 

7. The Debtors in this Jointly Administered Case are entities through which the 

Debtors’ principal, Mr. Robert Mueller (“Mueller”) ran a Ponzi scheme. Mueller controlled, as 

the sole owner, officer and director of each of the Debtors, all of their operations. Upon information 

and belief, Mueller raised, on behalf of the Debtors, approximately $60,000,000 from individual 

investors over the past decade.  
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8. Initially, Mueller raised monies from individual investors through Debtor, Policy 

Services, Inc. (“PSI”), by purportedly selling fractional interests in the death benefits payable on 

life insurance policies (the “Policies”) purchased by PSI.  These fractional interests in the Policies 

are known as life settlements. See Life Partners, Inc. v. Arnold, 464 S.W.3d 660, 662 (Tex. 2015). 

9. In or around 2015, Mueller stopped raising investor money directly through PSI 

and began to raise investor money primarily through two of the other Debtors, deeproot Growth 

Runs Deep Fund, LLC, and deeproot 575 Fund, LLC. After Mueller switched to raising monies 

through the other deeproot entities, the investment pitch varied over time, but essentially investors 

were promised a guaranteed annual return of 6% to 7% payable at the end of the applicable 

investment period. Investors purchased debentures—or long-term unsecured obligations—to pay. 

Mueller marketed the Debtors as having investments in life settlements, agriculture, real estate, 

and sports and entertainment businesses. At some point, invested monies were used by Debtors to 

support Mueller’s effort to develop and manufacture state of the art pinball machines. The Debtor’s 

pre-petition financial statements and each of the Debtors’ respective schedules reflect that none of 

the Debtors generated any net income and, in most cases, had no revenue at all. Despite the lack 

of revenue and net income, the Debtors did return investments to some of the investors.  

10. On August 20, 2021, the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (the 

“SEC”) filed suit2 against two of the Debtors and Mueller individually for violations of federal 

securities law, and named some of the other Debtors and Mueller’s immediate family members as 

relief parties (the “SEC Case”). An injunction was entered prohibiting the solicitation of additional 

funds. Shortly thereafter, on December 9, 2021, chapter 7 bankruptcy petitions were filed for each 

of the Debtors.   

 
2 Securities and Exchange Commission v. Robert J. Mueller, et al., Civil Action No. 5:21-cv-785, U.S. Dist. Ct. for 
the W. Dist. Of Texas, San Antonio Division. 
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11.   Since mid-December 2021, PC&P attorneys have assisted the Trustee in 

reviewing and analyzing the Debtors’ records, identifying the Debtors’ assets, and liquidating 

much of the Debtors’ assets identified to date, including the sale of Debtors’ personal property 

contained in its two San Antonio offices and the sale of the Policies.   

12. On December 22, 2021, Trustee filed the Application to Employ Pulman, 

Cappuccio & Pullen, LLP as Counsel for Chapter 7 Trustee [ECF No. 25] (the “Employment 

Application”). PC&P did not receive a retainer in this case. As set forth in the Employment 

Application, PC&P was employed on a hourly basis plus costs for actual, necessary expenses 

incurred by PC&P. See Employment App. at ¶ 12.  

13. On January 20, 2022, the Court entered its Order on the Application of Trustee to 

Employ Counsel (the “Employment Order”), wherein the Court authorized the Trustee to employ 

PC&P as counsel [ECF No. 48]. A copy of the Employment Order is attached hereto as Exhibit C.   

14. On January 31, 2022, the Trustee filed Trustee’s Application to Employ Mel T. 

Davis as Auctioneer (the “Auctioneer Employment Application”), [ECF No. 53], through which 

Trustee sought the Court’s approval to employ Mel T. Davis to act as auctioneer for the Debtors’ 

estate to liquidate Debtors’ property at public auction, which property was comprised of pinball 

parts, inventory, machinery, tools, equipment, and furniture, and was located within Debtors’ 

formerly leased office space, located at 12621 Silicon Drive and 12669 Silicon Drive, San Antonio, 

Texas. Debtor, deeproot Capital Management, LLC, entered into, and is identified as the tenant 

under, each respective leases. 

15. On January 31, 2022, the Trustee filed his Motion of Chapter 7 Trustee for 

Authorization to Sell Property of the Estate by Public Auction and to Authorize Payment to 

Auctioneer from Sales Proceeds (the “Property Sale Motion”). [ECF No. 54]. 
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16. On February 9, 2022, the Court entered its Order Approving Motion of Chapter 7 

Trustee for Authorization to Sell Property of the Estate by Public Auction and to Authorize 

Payment to Auctioneer from Sales Proceeds. [ECF No. 68].  The public auction of Debtors’ 

property, as approved by the Court, was held at Debtors’ previously leased office space beginning 

March 14, 2022, and concluded on March 25, 2022.  The sale of the furniture, fixtures and  

equipment netted the estate of deeproot Capital Management, LLC $512,859.30 in proceeds.  

17. On or about February 18, 2022, the Trustee entered into discussions with Messrs. 

Chris Turner and Greg Yost, the principals of TuYo Holdings, LLC (“TuYo”), regarding their 

interest in purchasing the Policies. After weeks of investigation and negotiations, the Trustee and 

TuYo entered into a Life Insurance Policy Purchase and Sale Agreement (the “Policies Purchase 

Agreement”) [ECF No. 78, Ex. B], pursuant to which TuYo agreed to purchase the Policies for 

$1,078,389.36.   

18. On March 15, 2022, the Trustee filed Trustee’s Motion to Approve (A) Sale of Life 

Insurance Policies, (B) Sale Procedures, Stalking Horse Agreement and Bid Protections in 

Connection with the Sale of Property of the Estate of Policy Services, Inc. and (C) the Form of 

Notice for the Sale of Property of the Estate of Policy Services, Inc. (the “Policies Sale Motion”) 

[ECF No. 78]. The Policies Sale Motion addressed a number of unique legal issues, including 

ownership or co-ownerhsip of the insurance policies, the “executory” nature of the insurance 

policies, the good faith requirements of the proposed purchaser and the need to sell the insurance 

policies on an expedited basis because of the inability of thePSI estate to fund premiums on a 

continuing basis. 

19. A hearing on the Policies Sale Motion was held on March 18, 2022, at which time 

the Court approved the sale procedures, stalking horse agreement and bid protections, and the form 
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of notice for the sale of the Policies. Shortly thereafter, on March 21, 2022, the Court entered its 

Order Approving Trustee’s Motion to Approve (A) Sale of Life Insurance Policies, (B) Sale 

Procedures, Stalking Horse Agreement and Bid Protections in Connection with the Sale of 

Property of the Estate of Policy Services, Inc. and (C) the Form of Notice for the Sale of Property 

of the Estate of Policy Services, Inc. [ECF No. 85]. 

20. Notice of the sale of the Policies was provided by Trustee to all creditors and 

interested parties in the manner approved by the Court.   

21. On April 4, 2022, Objections to the Sale of the Property of the Estate of Policy 

Services, Inc. were filed on behalf of certain creditors/investors in the deeproot 575 Fund, LLC 

and the deeproot Growth Runs Deep Fund, LLC (the “Objections”) [ECF No. 94].  Trustee’s 

Reply to Objections to Sale of the Property of the Estate of Policy Services, Inc. (“Trustee’s 

Reply”) was thereafter filed on April 8, 2022. [ECF No. 101]. 

22. On April 11, 2022, the Court held a contested final hearing on Trustee’s Policies 

Sale Motion. The Court considered the Objections, and ultimately each of the Objections were 

overruled, resolved, or withdrawn.   

23. On April 13, 2022, the Court filed its final Order Authorizing and Approving the 

Sale of Certain Personal Property Free and Clear of All Interests Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §§ 363(b) 

and (f). [ECF No. 103]. On April 14, 2022, TuYo Holdings, LLC funded the balance of the 

purchase price to Trustee’s counsel and the sale closed. The Bankruptcy Estate of PSI received 

$1,078,389.36.   
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III. Application for Hourly Services 

Main Bankruptcy Case 
 

24. PC&P has provided legal services and expended 666.15 hours from December 15, 

2021 to April 30, 2022 (the “Application Period”), totaling $243,302.50 in fees representing the 

Trustee. The average hourly rate for this fee application was $365.24 per hour. Randall A. Pulman 

has exercised some judgement in reviewing and approving this fee application and has issued a 

credit of $16,320.00, thus reducing the total amount of professional fees applied for in this 

application to $226,982.50. 

25. In the Main Bankruptcy Case (defined herein), a total of $200,000.00 in hourly fees 

are requested; in the SEC Matter (defined herein), a total of $18,820.00 in hourly fees are 

requested; in the CCW Matter (defined herein), a total of $6,500.00 in hourly fees are requested; 

and, in the Ohana Matter (defined herein), a total of $1,662.50 in hourly fees are requested.  

Attached hereto as Exhibit D-1 through D-4 are copies of billing invoices itemizing the fees 

incurred by PC&P in the Main Bankruptcy Case, the SEC Matter, the CCW Matter and the Ohana 

Matter, respectively, by date and billing category.  

A. Summary of Fees in the Bankruptcy Case by Category 

Category Description Hours Amount 
B110 Case Administration 22.9 8,877.50
B120 Asset Analysis and Recovery 213.7 62615.00
B130 Asset Disposition 258.25 103,350.00
B150 Meetings of /Communications with Creditors 20.6 9,502.50

B160 Fee/Employment Applications 35.3 12,925.00
B180 Avoidance Action Analysis 33.6 11,982.50
B190 Other Contested Matters (excluding 

assumption/rejection motions)
55.8 24,775.00 

B300 Claims Administration and Objections 3.2 1,112.50
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B. Summary of Services Rendered in the Main Bankruptcy Case by Category 

i. Case Administration (B110) 

26. Services rendered in this category involved preparation of notice of deadlines to 

file proofs of claim, preparation of notice of bankrtupcy filing and review of a motion to limit 

notice.  

27. Lawyers with PC&P have begun the process of gathering information and data on 

transfers by the Debtor entities to insiders and investors for purposes of analyzing Title 11, Chapter 

5 avoidance claims.  

28. Lawyers with PC&P have engaged in discussions with lawyers for the SEC 

regarding the merits of the claims brought by the SEC, and the effect of the SEC’s injunction on 

the Trustee’s ability to marshall assets and administer claims. The SEC also provided to the 

Trustee’s counsel a substantial number of documents gathered in the SEC’s pre-petition 

investigation of some of the Debtors. These documents provided a great deal of information 

concerning the Debtors’ operations.  

29. PC&P expended a total of 22.9 hours across all matters, which resulted in total 

charges of $8,877.50 for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions 

for this category are included in Exhibit D-1.  

ii. Asset Analysis and Recovery (B120) 

30. Services rendered in this category include the investigation of assets, review of the 

debtors’ schedules, review of bank statements, life insurance policies, life settlement agreements, 

e-mail communications, and other documents, and legal research regarding asset recovery.  

Lawyers at PC&P engaged in a substantial amount of investigation of the Debtors’ assets including 

several visits to the deeproot San Antonio offices to retrieve paper records of the business of the 
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Debtors, reviewing incomplete financial statements and sundry corporate documents. All of this 

work was completed in order to determine what assets of the debtor could be sold. 

31. Once the assets were identified, lawyers at PC&P engaged in a substantial amount 

of legal research in order to determine: (1) who exactly owned the life insurance policies to be 

sold, (2) what exactly is a life settlement, and (3) what is the appropriate choice of law analysis to 

be applied to a disagreement over ownerhip of a life insurance policy. In addition, the question of 

whether a life insurance policy is an executory contract for purposes of 11 U.S.C. § 365 required 

a substantial amount of research as there are various circuit decisions on the issue.   

32. There was also preliminary investigation into a trust administered by the parents of 

Debtors’ principal, Robert Mueller, and PC&P is continuing the inverstigation into possible 

recovery of assets. 

33. PC&P expended a total of 213.7 hours, which resulted in total charges of 

$62,615.00 for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this 

category are included in Exhibit D-1 and D-4.  

iii. Asset Disposition (B130) 

34. Services rendered in this category involved preparation of the Application to 

Employ Auctioneer, the preparation of the Property Sale Motion, the investigation, negotiation 

and preparation of the Policies Purchase Agreement, the preparation of the Policies Sale Motion, 

the analysis of the Objections and the preparation of Trustee’s Reply thereto, preparing for, and 

attending hearings on the sale motions, and the concomitant legal research.  

35. The Trustee and his counsel also entered into negotiations with two of the Debtors’ 

landlords in order to ensure the ability to hold the auctions in place.  
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36. PC&P expended a total of 258.25 hours, which resulted in total charges of 

$103,350.00 for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this 

category are included in Exhibit D-1.  

iv. Meetings of and Communications with Creditors (B150) 

37. Services rendered in this category involved communications with counsel for the 

many creditors, and preparation for and appearance at the multiple 341 meetings of creditors, 

required in large part because of Mueller’s generally uncooperative posture and refusal to provide 

information requested by PC&P’s attorneys, (e.g. Mueller’s failure to appear at the initial 341 

meeting of creditors, and his decision to assert his 5th Amendment right against self-incrimination 

at subsequent 341 meetings).  

38. PC&P expended a total of 20.6 hours, which resulted in total charges of $9,502.50       

for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this category are 

included in Exhibit D-1.  

v. Fee/Employment Applications (B160) 

39. Services rendered in this category involved drafting the Application to Employ and 

preparation of this First Interim Fee Application.  

40. PC&P expended a total of 35.3 hours, which resulted in total charges of $12,925.00      

for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this category are 

included in Exhibit D.   

Avoidance Action Analysis (B180) 

41. Services rendered in this category involved review and analysis of several of the 

Debtors’ investor records, finders’ agreements, bank statements, and financial records, the drafting 

of 2004 Examination notices and Subpoenas, and legal research pertaining to the Texas Securities 
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Act, fraudulent conveyance actions under 11 USC § 544 and the Texas Uniform Fraudulent 

Transfers Act, and the net winner rule. 

42. PC&P expended a total of 33.6 hours, which resulted in total charges of $11,982.50      

for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this category are 

included in Exhibits D-1 and D-3. 

Other Contested Matters (excluding assumption/rejection motions) (B190) 

43. Services rendered in this category involved the review and analysis of the Debtors’ 

records to identify matters that may be contested for the benefit of the estate. 

44. PC&P expended a total of 55.8 hours, which resulted in total charges of $24,775.00      

for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this category are 

included in Exhibits D-1 and D-2. 

Claims Administration and Objections (B300) 

45. Services rendered in this category involved the review of the substantial number of 

Proofs of Claim filed in the various jointly administered bankruptcy cases, and communications 

with the Trustee regarding such claims. 

46. PC&P expended a total of 3.2 hours, which resulted in total charges of $1,112.50      

for services rendered in this project category. The detailed time descriptions for this category are 

included in Exhibit D-1. 
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Matters Relating to the SEC 
 

47. Services rendered by lawyers from PC&P relating to the SEC and the SEC Case 

(the “SEC Matter”) include drafting and revising the modification of stay originally imposed by 

the District Court, in order to allow the bankruptcy case(s) to proceed, participating in meetings 

and conferring with SEC counsel, and reviewing and analysing documents and discovery provided 

to Trustee by the SEC to determine if there are any claims or causes of action to be initiated by the 

Trustee 

48. In connection with the matters relating to the SEC, PC&P expended a total of 41.20 

hours, which resulted in total charges of $18,820.00. The detailed time descriptions for this 

adversary are included in Exhibit D-2. 

Matters Relating to CCW Braun Heights, LLC 
 

49. This matter concerns a real estate loan from deeproot Funds, LLC, one of the jointly 

administered debtors, to CCW Braun Heights, LLC (“CCW”) for the development of a carwash 

located in San Antonio, Texas (the “CCW Matter”). Services rendered by lawyers from PC&P in 

connection with this matter include reviewing and analysing documents evidencing the loan and 

related transactions, communications with CCW’s counsel, and communications with potential 

bidders for the note. 

50. In connection with the CCW Matter, PC&P expended a total of 17.10 hours, which 

resulted in total charges of $6,500.00. The detailed time descriptions for this adversary are included 

in Exhibit D-3.  
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Matters Relating to MB Hale Ohana Revocable Trust 
 

51. This matter relates to the MB Hale Ohana Revocable Trust (the “Ohana Matter”), 

a trust established for the benefit of Mueller and his father and stepmother, and which used monies 

fraudulently transferred from Debtors to purchase and own a residential condominium in Kauai, 

Hawaii. Services rendered by lawyers from PC&P in connection with this matter include 

communications with counsel to the trust and Mueller’s father and stepmother, negotiations with 

said counsel for the production of documents, and communications and negotiations with SEC 

counsel regarding the recovery of the transferred assets for the benefit of the bankruptcy estate.  

52. In connection with the Ohana Matter, PC&P expended a total of 5.70 hours, which 

resulted in total charges of $1,662.50. The detailed time descriptions for this adversary are included 

in Exhibit D-4.  

C. Reimbursement of Expenses 

53. PC&P also files this First Interim Application seeking reimbursement of the 

reasonable out-of-pocket expenses incurred during the Application Period, in the amount of 

$28,952.54. An itemization report of the expenses incurred by date is attached hereto as Exhibit 

E. All expenses for which compensation is requested by PC&P were incurred for and on behalf of 

the Trustee, and not on behalf of any committee, creditor, or other person.  

D.  Allocation among Jointly Administered Cases 

54. Because this case is jointly administered, Trustees’ counsel has allocated the time 

expenses between the eleven bankruptcy estates. For the most part, legal fees and expenses 

associated with a particular estate are allocated to that estate. For example, the estate of PSI is 

charged with the fees arising from the § 363 sale of the life insurance policies. Fees and expenses 

associated with negotiations with landlords are allocated to the relevant Debtor, deeproot Capital 
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Management, LLC. Fees and expenses arsing from the meeting of creditors and general collection 

of information are split evenly between all eleven Debtors. A chart reflecting the allocation of fees 

and expenses between the estates is attached hereto as Exhibit F. 

55. This is the first interim application for fees and expenses filed by PC&P. This First 

Interim Application requests approval of interim fees in the amount of $226,982.50 and interim 

expenses in the amount of $28,952.54, for a total allowed amount of $255,935.04 in interim hourly 

fees and expenses.  

IV.   Authorities and Argument  

56. The statutory predicates for the relief sought by this First Interim Application are 

§§ 328(a) and 330 of the Bankruptcy Code.  

57. Bankruptcy Code § 330(a) provides that in determining the amount of reasonable 

compensation to be awarded, a Court shall consider the nature, the extent, and the value of the 

services rendered by the professional, while taking into account the relevant factors, including the 

following: 

 The time spent on such services; 

 The rates charged for such services; 

 Whether the services were necessary to the administration of, or beneficial at the 
time which the service was rendered, toward the completion of the chapter 11 case; 
 

 Whether the services were performed within a reasonable amount of time 
commensurate with the complexity, importance , and nature of the problem, issues 
or task addressed; 
 

 With respect to a professional person, whether the person is board certified or 
otherwise has demonstrated skill and experience in the bankruptcy field; and 
 

 Whether the compensation is reasonable based on the customary compensation 
charged by comparably skilled practitioners in cases other than chapter 11 cases. 

 
11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(3). See also Busy Beaver Bldg. Ctrs., Inc., 19 F.3d 833, 850 (3d Cir. 1994) 
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(noting Bankruptcy Code’s policy of providing adequate compensation and stating that “Congress 

rather clearly intended to provide sufficient economic incentive to lure competent bankruptcy 

specialists to practice in the bankruptcy courts.”) (citation and internal quotation marks omitted). 

see also In re Woerner, 783 F.3d 266, 274 (5th Cir. 2015) (“[Section 330] permits a court to 

compensate an attorney not only for activities that were ‘necessary,’ but also for good gambles—

that is, services that were objectively reasonable at the time they were made—even when those 

gambles do not produce an ‘identifiable, tangible, and material benefit.’”) (citations and internal 

quotation marks omitted); see also In re Pilgrim’s Pride Corp., 690 F.3d 650 (5th Cir. 2012) 

(reaffirming that bankruptcy courts have discretion to enhance professional fees in extraordinary 

cases). 

58. The fees incurred by PC&P in representing the Trustee were reasonable and 

necessary for the administration of the Case. As reflected in the attached Exhibit C, PC&P has 

avoided unnecessary additional legal services and duplication of effort while striving to ensure the 

highest quality of legal representation. 

59. The fees incurred by PC&P were for reasonable and necessary legal work that does 

not fall within the scope of the Trustee’s administrative duties. See In re: Sharon Sylvester, 23 

F.4th 543, 548 (5th Cir. 2022). 

60. PC&P performed these services within a reasonable period of time by professionals 

that have significant experience in bankruptcy cases. The rates charged by PC&P for this matter 

are comparable to the rates charged by PC&P in non-bankruptcy matters.   
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61. The professionals who have worked on this case during the Application Period are: 

Name Rate Hours 
expended 
on case

Fees requested in this 
application 

Randall A. Pulman $500.00 149.45 $  74,725.00
Shari P. Pulman $400.00 1.30 $     487.50

Catherine C. Curtis $375.00 4.00 $   1,500.00
Leslie S. Hyman $475.00 25.30 $  11,385.00
Byron L. LeFlore $475.00 0.50 $     237.50

W. Drew Mallender $375.00 329.60 $ 123,600.00
Anna K. MacFarlane $250.00 36.4 $   9,100.00

Carissa Brewster $225.00 26.30 $   5,830.00
Dominique Valenzuela $175.00 92.50 $  16,187.50

Billing Adjustment ($ 16,320.00)
Total $226,982.50

 

PC&P has met the requirements of § 330(a) of the Bankruptcy Code, and the Court should award 

the fees and expenses sought in this Application.  

62. The out-of-pocket expenses incurred by PC&P have been billed only for expenses 

actually incurred by PC&P. Accordingly, charges for expenses such as courier fees, filing fees, 

outside copy service, parking, travel, postage, meals, charges for public records and transcription 

services are billed at the actual cost to PC&P. PC&P is generally billed a flat monthly fee for legal 

research through Westlaw, and such charges are allocated based on actual usage to PC&P’s clients. 

63. PC&P submits that this First Interim Application complies with §§ 330 and 331 of 

the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, the Bankruptcy Local Rules, and the United States 

Trustee Guidelines.   

64. Detailed applications for compensation are required by the Bankruptcy Code, Local 

Rules, and applicable case law. This First Interim Application has served the additional purpose 

of informing the Court and the creditors of the status of the case and the activities of the attorneys 

involved. The time spent preparing this application is compensable. See 11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(6).  

21-51523-mmp  Doc#111  Filed 05/13/22  Entered 05/13/22 16:20:23  Main Document   Pg 17
of 84



 

{00574715;4} 18 
 

65. Because this is an administratively consoliated case, PC&P has allocated these fees 

and expenses between the Bankruptcy Estates as reflected in the chart attached hereto as Exhbiit 

F.  Payment of the fees as indicated in the chart should be paid from the appropriate Bankruptcy 

Estate account maintained by the Trustee (each an “Estate Account,” and collectively, “Estate 

Accounts”). 

66. The Trustee has reviewed this First Interim Fee Application and has approved the 

requested amounts and the allocation thereof. 

 WHEREFORE, PC&P prays that upon consideration hereof, this Court enter an Order (i) 

approving PC&P’s request for interim fees in the amount of $226,982.50 in fees and $28,952.54 

in related expenses, for a total of $255.935.04, (ii) authorizing the Trustee to immediately pay 

PC&P from the appropriate Estate Account (See Ex. F) the allowed amount of $255,935.04 for the 

fees and expenses that have been incurred to date, and (iii) granting such other and further relief 

as the Court finds appropriate to grant. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP 
 2161 NW Military Highway, Suite 400 
 San Antonio, Texas 78213 
 (210) 222-9494 Telephone 
 (210) 892-1610 Facsimile 
 

By: /s/ Randall A. Pulman    
        Randall A. Pulman 
        Texas State Bar No. 16393250 

ATTORNEYS FOR JOHN PATRICK LOWE,  

CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE FOR THE JOINTLY 

ADMINISTERED BANKRUPTCY ESTATE OF  
DEEPROOT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC, 
ET AL.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on the 13th day of May 2022, I electronically filed the foregoing 

document using the CM/ECF system, which will serve the document on the following list of parties 

in interest and parties requesting notice.  A copy of the notice/summary of this application will be 

mailed via US First Class Mail to the parties on the limited service list in this case, and a 

supplemental certificate of service will be filed to evidence compliance. 

 
Via Counsel CM/ECF: 
catherine.curtis@wickphillips.com 
;jason.rudd@wickphillips.com   
Policy Services, Inc. 
deeproot Pinball, LLC 
deeproot Growth Runs Deep Fund, LLC 
deeproot 575 Fund, LLC 
deeproot 3 Year Bonus Income Fund, LLC 
deeproot BonusGrowth 5 Year Debenture Fund, 
LLC 
deeproot Tech, LLC 
deeproot Funds, LLC 
deeproot Studios, LLC 
deeproot Capital Management, LLC 
12621 Silicon Dr. 
San Antonio, TX 78249 
 
Via Counsel Via CM/ECF: 
 catherine.curtis@wickphillips.com; 
jason.rudd@wickphillips.com   
Wizard Mode Media, LLC 
12227 S. Business Park Drive, Suite 130 
Draper, UT 84020 
 
Via CM/ECF: pat.lowe.law@gmail.com  
John Patrick Lowe 
2402 East Main Street 
Uvalde, TX 78801 
 
Via CM/ECF: 
catherine.curtis@wickphillips.com; 
jason.rudd@wickphillips.com   
Catherine A. Curtis/Jason M. Rudd 
WICK PHILLIPS GOULD & MARTIN, LLP 
3131 McKinney Ave, Suite 500 
Dallas, TX 75204 
 
 
 
 

Via CM/ECF:  
USTPRegion07.SN.ECF@usdoj.gov  
Aubrey.thomas@usdoj.gov   
United States Trustee - SA12 
US TRUSTEE'S OFFICE (Aubrey Thomas) 
615 E Houston, Suite 533 
San Antonio, TX 78295-1539 
 
Via CM/ECF: don.stecker@lgbs.com  
Don Stecker 
Linebarger Goggan et al. 
112 E. Pecan, Suite 2200 
San Antonio, TX  78205 
 
Via CM/ECF: rbattaglialaw@outlook.com  
Raymond W. Battaglia 
LAW OFFICES OF RAY BATTAGLIA, PLLC  
66 Granburg Circle 
San Antonio, TX 78218 
 
Via CM/ECF: jpetree@mcslaw.com  
Jonathan Petree 
MCGUIRE, CRADDOCK & STROTHER, P.C. 
500 N. Akard Street Suite 2200 
Dallas, TX 75201 
 
Via CM/ECF: jdunne@smfadlaw.com  
John C. Dunne 
SHANNON, MARTIN et al. 
1001 McKinney Street #1100 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
Via CM/ECF: bk-cmurphy@oag.texas.gov  
Texas Workforce Commission  
c/o Christopher S. Murphy  
TEXAS ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
PO Box 12548 
Austin, TX 78711 
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Via CM/ECF: pautry@branscomblaw.com  
Patrick H. Autry 
BRANSCOMB PLLC 
4630 N. Loop 1604 West, Suite 206 
San Antonio, TX 78249 
 
Via CM/ECF: lmjurek@jureklaw.com  
Lynne M. Jurek 
THE JUREK LAW GROUP, PLLC 
4309 Yoakum Blvd. 
Houston, TX  77006 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/s/Randall A. Pulman   
Randall A. Pulman
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
IN RE:       §    

§ 
DEEPROOT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT,    § 
LLC, ET AL.,1      § BANKRUPTCY NO. 21-51523-MMP 
       §     LEAD CASE         
DEBTORS.       §  JOINTLY ADMINISTERED 
 

  
ORDER GRANTING 

FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE OF LEGAL FEES AND EXPENSES  
FOR PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP, AS COUNSEL TO THE TRUSTEE  

FOR THE TIME PERIOD OF DECEMBER 15, 2021 TO APRIL 30, 2022 
 

 
Came on for consideration the First Interim Application for Allowance of Legal Fees and 

Expenses for Pulman, Cappuccio & Pullen, LLP, as Counsel to the Trustee for the Time Period of 

December 15, 2021 to April 30, 2022 (“First Interim Application”). The Court has considered 

 
1 The administratively consolidated chapter 7 cases, along with their respective case numbers and the last four 
digits of each Debtor's federal tax identification number, are:  I n  Re :Policy Services, Inc. 21-51513 (2864),  In 
Re: Wizard Mode Media, LLC, 21-51514 (3205), I n  R e :  deeproot Pinball LLC, 21-51515 (0320), I n  R e :  
deeproot Growth Runs Deep Fund, LLC, 21-51516 (8046), I n  Re :  deeproot 575 Fund, LLC, 21-51517 (9404), I n  
R e :  deeproot 3 Year Bonus Income Debenture Fund, LLC, 21-51518 (7731), In Re: deeproot  Bonus Growth  5 
Year Debenture  Fund, LLC, 21-51519 (9661),  In Re: deeproot Tech LLC, 21-51520 (9043), In Re: deeproot 
Funds LLC, 21-51521  (9404), I n  Re :  deeproot Studios LLC , 21-51522 (6283), and In Re: deeproot Capital 
Management, LLC, 21-51523 (2638), each a “Bankruptcy Estate” and collectively, “Bankruptcy Estates”. 
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the First Interim Application and finds that the fees and expenses represent reasonable 

compensation for actual and necessary services, and reimbursement for actual, necessary expenses. 

After considering the pleadings, the Court also finds that (i) it has jurisdiction over the matters 

raised in the First Interim Application pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1334; (ii) this is a core proceeding 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2); (iii)  proper and adequate notice of the First Interim Application 

has been given and that no other or further notice is necessary; (iv) all objections to the First Interim 

Application have been resolved by this Order or are overruled in their entirety; and (v) upon the 

record herein after due deliberation thereon good and sufficient cause exists for the granting of the 

relief as set forth herein. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the First Interim Application pursuant to 11 U.S.C. 

§ 330 is hereby GRANTED; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the fees in connection with the legal services described 

in the First Interim Application are allowed. All interim fees in the amount of $226,982.50 and all 

expenses in the amount of $28,952.54, for the allowance of a total of $255,35.04 in hourly fees 

and costs, shall be an administrative expense of the respective Bankruptcy Estates2 as outlined in 

the First Interim Application. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Trustee is authorized to immediately pay PC&P in 

connection with the hourly services provided, fees and expenses totaling $255,935.04 from the 

specific Bankruptcy Estate accounts, , as designated in the chart attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Court shall retain jurisdiction to hear and 

determine all matters arising from the implementation of this Order. 

# # # 

 
2  Capitalized terms shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the First Interim Application. 
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Submitted by: 
Randall A. Pulman 
Texas State Bar No. 16393250 
rpulman@pulmanlaw.com  
PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP 
2161 NW Military Highway, Suite 400 
San Antonio, Texas  78213 
www.pulmanlaw.com 
(210) 222-9494 Telephone 
(210) 892-1610 Facsimile 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR JOHN PATRICK LOWE,   
CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE FOR THE JOINTLY ADMINSIERED  
BANKRUPTCY ESTATES OF DEEPROOT CAPITAL  
MANAGEMENT, LLC, ET AL. 

21-51523-mmp  Doc#111  Filed 05/13/22  Entered 05/13/22 16:20:23  Main Document   Pg 24
of 84



1

21-51523-mmp  Doc#111  Filed 05/13/22  Entered 05/13/22 16:20:23  Main Document   Pg 25
of 84



deeproot Capital 
Management, LLC

Policy 
Services, Inc.

Wizard Mode 
Media, LLC

deeproot 
Pinball, LLC

deeproot Growth 
Runs Deep Fund, 
LLC

deeproot 
575 Fund, 
LLC

deeproot 3 
Year Bonus 
Income 
Debenture 
Fund, LLC

deeproot 
Tech, LLC

deeproot 
Funds, LLC

deeproot 
Studios, 
LLC

deeproot 5 Year 
Bonus Income 
Debenture Fund, 
LLC

Main Case $24,869.35 $140,203.30 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 4199.345455

SEC Matter $0.00 $16,626.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,578.00 $0.00 0

CCW Matter $0.00 $5,072.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $212.50 $0.00 $0.00

Ohana Matter $0.00 $1,662.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0

Expenses $2,355.24 $26,597.30

Totals $27,224.59 $190,162.10 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $10,474.10 $4,199.35 $4,199.35
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 

IN RE:       §    
§ 

DEEPROOT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT,    § 
LLC, ET AL.,1      § BANKRUPTCY NO. 21-51523-MMP 

      §     LEAD CASE         
DEBTORS.       §  JOINTLY ADMINISTERED 
 

NOTICE AND SUMMARY OF  
FIRST INTERIM APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE OF LEGAL FEES AND EXPENSES  

FOR PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP, AS COUNSEL TO THE TRUSTEE  
FOR THE TIME PERIOD OF DECEMBER 15, 2021 TO APRIL 30, 2022 

 
THIS PLEADING REQUESTS RELIEF THAT MAY BE ADVERSE TO 

YOUR INTERESTS. 
 

IF NO TIMELY RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS 

FROM THE DATE OF SERVICE, THE RELIEF REQUESTED HEREIN 

MAY BE GRANTED WITHOUT A HEARING BEING HELD. 
  

A TIMELY FILED RESPONSE IS NECESSARY FOR A HEARING TO BE 

HELD. 
 

I. CLIENT: John Patrick Lowe, Chapter 7 Trustee  
 
II. REQUESTING APPLICATION / FIRM:  Randall A. Pulman of Pulman, Cappuccio & Pullen, 

LLP, (“PC&P”) as counsel to the Trustee 
 
III. TOTAL AMOUNT OF INTERIM FEES AND COSTS REQUESTED: $255,935.04 
 a. Fees:       $226,982.50 

b. Expenses and Cost Advances (PC&P): $28,952.54 
d. Time period covered:     12/15/2021 – 04/30/2022 

 

 
1 The administratively consolidated chapter 7 cases, along with their respective case numbers and the last 
four digits of each Debtor's federal tax identification number, are:  I n  R e : Policy Services, Inc. 21-51513 
(2864),  In Re: Wizard Mode Media, LLC, 21-51514 (3205), I n  R e :  deeproot Pinball LLC, 21-51515 
(0320), I n  R e :  deeproot Growth Runs Deep Fund, LLC, 21-51516 (8046), I n  R e :  deeproot 575 Fund, 
LLC, 21-51517 (9404), I n  R e :  deeproot 3 Year Bonus Income Debenture Fund, LLC, 21-51518 (7731), In 
Re: deeproot  Bonus Growth  5	 Year Debenture  Fund, LLC, 21-51519 (9661),  In Re: deeproot Tech LLC, 
21-51520 (9043), In Re: deeproot Funds LLC, 21-51521  (9404), I n  R e :  deeproot Studios LLC , 21-51522 
(6283), and In Re: deeproot Capital Management, LLC, 21-51523 (2638), each a “Bankruptcy	Estate” 
and collectively, “Bankruptcy	Estates”. 
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IV. BREAKOUT OF CURRENT APPLICATION 
 

Name Rate Hours 
expended on 

case

Fees requested in this 
application 

Randall A. Pulman $500.00 149.45 $  74,725.00
Shari P. Pulman $400.00 1.30 $     487.50

Catherine S. Curtis $375.00 4.00 $   1,500.00
Leslie S. Hyman $475.00 25.30 $  11,385.00
Byron L. LeFlore $475.00 0.50 $     237.50

W. Drew Mallender $375.00 329.60 $ 123,600.00
Anna K. MacFarlane $250.00 36.4 $   9,100.00

Carissa Brewster $225.00 26.30 $   5,830.00
Dominique Valenzuela $175.00 92.50 $  16,187.50

Billing Adjustment ($ 16,320.00)
Total $226,982.50

 
MINIMUM FEE INCREMENTS:  0.1 HOURS 
 
EXPENSES: $28,952.54 (Photocopying and Postage associated with providing notices to creditors) 
 
AMOUNT ALLOCATED FOR PREPARATION OF THIS FEE APPLICATION: $10,000 
 
V. PRIOR APPLICATIONS: None. 
 
V. OTHER CO-EQUAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE CLAIMANTS IN THIS CASE: 
 

a. John Patrick Lowe, Chapter 7 Trustee (“Trustee”).  
 

VI. RESULTS OBTAINED: 

To date, PC&P has provided legal services and has obtained favorable results for the Bankruptcy 
Estates in connection with the services provided to the Bankruptcy Estates.  Among other things, 
PC&P has: (1) through the auction of furniture, fixtures and equipment, netted the estate of 
deeproot Capital Management, LLC $512,859.30 in proceeds; (2) through the sale of the life 
insurance policies, netted the estate of Policy Services, Inc. $1,078,389.36 in proceeds; (3) 
engaged in substantial investigations of the Debtors’ assets to determine what could be sold for 
the benefit of the Bankruptcy Estates, which resulted in total fees of $62,615.00; (4) preparation 
of the Application to Employ Auctioneer, the preparation of the Property Sale Motion, the 
investigation, negotiation and preparation of the Policies Purchase Agreement, the preparation of 
the Policies Sale Motion, the analysis of the Objections and the preparation of Trustee’s Reply 
thereto, which resulted in total fees of $103,350.00; (5) communications with counsel for the 
many creditors, and preparation for and appearance at the multiple 341 meetings of creditors, 
which resulted in total fees of $9,502.50; (6) drafting the Application to Employ and preparation 
of this First Interim Fee Application, which resulted in total fees of $12,925.00; (7) review and 
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analysis of the Debtors’ investor records, finders’ agreements, bank statements, and financial 
records, the drafting of 2004 Examination notices and Subpoenas, and substantial legal research., 
which resulted in total fees of $11,982.50; (8) review and analysis of the Debtors’ investor 
records, finders’ agreements, bank statements, and financial records, the drafting of 2004 
Examination notices and Subpoenas, and substantial legal research., which resulted in total fees 
of $11,982.50; (9) review and analysis of the Debtors’ records to identify matters that may be 
contested for the benefit of the Debtors’ estates, which resulted in total fees of $5,955.00; (10) 
review of the substantial number of Proofs of Claim filed in the various jointly administered 
bankruptcy cases, and communications with the Trustee regarding such claims., which resulted 
in total fees of $1,112.50; (11) drafting and revising the modification of stay originally imposed 
by the District Court, participating in meetings and conferring with SEC counsel, and reviewing 
and analyzing documents and discovery provided to Trustee, which resulted in total fees of 
$18,820.00; (12) drafting and revising the modification of stay originally imposed by the District 
Court, participating in meetings and conferring with SEC counsel, and reviewing and analyzing 
documents and discovery provided to Trustee, which resulted in total fees of $18,820.00; (13) 
reviewing and analyzing documents evidencing the loan from Debtors and related transactions, 
communications with CCW’s counsel, and communications with potential bidders for the note, 
which resulted in total fees of $6,500.00; and (14) negotiations for the production of documents, 
and communications and negotiations with SEC counsel regarding the recovery of the transferred 
assets for the benefit of the Debtors’ estates, which resulted in total fees of $1,662.50 

  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP 
2161 NW Military Highway, Suite 400 
San Antonio, Texas  78213 
www.pulmanlaw.com 
(210) 222-9494 Telephone 
(210) 892-1610 Facsimile 
 
By:    /s/Randall A. Pulman   

   Randall A. Pulman 
   Texas State Bar No. 16393250 

 rpulman@pulmanlaw.com 
    

ATTORNEYS FOR JOHN PATRICK LOWE, 
CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE  
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
 FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
 SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 
IN RE:       §    

§ 
DEEPROOT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT,    § 
LLC, ET AL.,      § BANKRUPTCY NO. 21-51523-MMP 

§            
DEBTORS.       §  JOINTLY ADMINISTERED 
 

 
ORDER ON THE APPLICATION OF TRUSTEE FOR AUTHORITY TO EMPLOY COUNSEL 
 

 
Came on for consideration the Application of Trustee for Authority to Employ Counsel 

(the “Application”)1 filed by John Patrick Lowe, the Chapter 7 Trustee (the “Trustee”) for the 

captioned jointly administered chapter 7 case.  Based on the representations made in the 

Application and in the supporting Affidavit of Randall A. Pulman in Support of the Application of 

Trustee for Authority to Employ Counsel, the Court finds that (i) it has jurisdiction over the matters 

raised in the Application pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334; (ii) this is a core proceeding 

 
1 Capitalized terms unless otherwise defined herein shall have the meaning as ascribed to them in the Application. 

IT IS HEREBY ADJUDGED and DECREED that the
below described is SO ORDERED.

Dated: January 20, 2022.

________________________________________
MICHAEL M. PARKER

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE

________________________________________________________________
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pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2); (iii) the relief requested in the Application approving the 

employment of Pulman, Cappuccio & Pullen, LLP (“PC&P”) is in the best interest of the Estate 

and its creditors; (iv) PC&P holds no interest adverse to the Estate and is a disinterested person 

under 11 U.S.C. § 101(14); (v) proper and adequate notice of the Application has been given and 

no further notice is necessary; (vi) no objections to the Application have been filed; and (vii) based 

upon the record herein, after due deliberation, good and sufficient cause exists for the granting of 

the Application in all respects. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED that pursuant to section 327(a) of the Bankruptcy 

Code, the Trustee is authorized to employ PC&P with Randall A. Pulman to act as lead counsel to 

represent him as Trustee in this Case effective as of December 20, 2021, in accordance with the 

terms described in the Application, the engagement letter, and this Order, and to perform the 

services described below: 

a) to file pleadings with the court and to represent the Estate's interest in regard to any 
adversaries, appeals, or contested matters before this court and litigation in other 
courts, particularly with regard to the Estate’s interest in various assets and the 
positions of secured and unsecured creditors, whether by motion, adversary action, 
turnover proceedings, or litigation activities of every description in other courts;   

b) to investigate, analyze, institute and prosecute actions regarding determination and 
recovery of property of the Estate, including investigation and prosecution of 
determination and lien perfection, avoidance litigation as well as collection and 
liquidation of assets of the Estate, to the extent such activities would be 
economically beneficial to the Estate;  

c) to assist the Trustee where necessary to negotiate and consummate non-routine 
sales or leases of the assets of the Estate, wherever they may be found, including 
sales free and clear of liens, claims and encumbrances, and to institute any 
necessary proceedings in regard thereto; 

d) to institute and prosecute non-routine objections to exemptions and non-routine 
objections to proofs of claim; 

e) to co-ordinate activities with the United States Trustee as appropriate in connection 
with issues of the integrity of the bankruptcy courts and procedures; 
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f) to aid in the representation of the Trustee in any litigation against Trustee in 
Trustee’s official capacity; 

g) to assist in resolution of sales of, and any title problems associated with, the Estate's 
property; and 

h) to collect any judgments that may be entered in favor of the Estate; and 

i) to assist in any other work requested by the Trustee.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Law Firm shall not be compensated by the 

bankruptcy Estate for performing duties required to be performed by the Trustee. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if any supplemental declarations or affidavits are filed 

and served after entry of this Order, absent any objections within 21 days after the filing and service 

of such supplemental declarations or affidavits, PC&P’s employment shall continue as authorized 

pursuant to this Order. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that PC&P shall be compensated upon appropriate 

application in accordance with Bankruptcy Code sections 330 and 331, the Federal Rules of 

Bankruptcy Procedure, and the Local Rules of Bankruptcy of the Western District of Texas. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Court shall retain jurisdiction to hear and determine 

all matters arising from the implementation of this Order. 

 
# # # 
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Account No.

Page:

Attorneys & Counselors

Telephone:  (210) 222-9494
Telecopier:  (210) 892-1610

www.pulmanlaw.com

2161 NW Military Highway, Suite 400
San Antonio, Texas 78213 Office Locations:

San Antonio
Dallas/Fort Worth

McAllen

 

May 12, 2022

218854
1934.004

Lowe, Pat
Pat Lowe, Trustee
2402 E. Main St.
Uvalde, TX   78801

1

Matters relating to MB Hale Ohana Revocable Trust

PULMAN, CAPPUCCIO & PULLEN, LLP

Interim Statement
 
 

Fees

Rate Hours
12/23/2021 AKM B120 A101 Drafting adversary complaint. 250.00 4.00 1,000.00

12/27/2021 AKM B120 A101 Finalizing draft of adversary complaint.
Transmit to Randall A. Pulman for
review. 250.00 0.50 125.00

03/29/2022 RAP B120 A104 E-mail to E. Snyder regarding documents
from Mueller (father) and stepmother. 500.00 0.20 100.00

04/01/2022 RAP B120 A108 Call with Ed Snyder regarding
discussions with Jeffrey Mueller 500.00 0.50 250.00

WDM B120 A101 Telephone conference with Randall A.
Pulman and Ed Snyder, counsel to
Mueller mother and stepfather regarding
Ohana Trust documents 375.00 0.50 187.50

For Legal Services Rendered 5.70 1,662.50

Recapitulation
Timekeeper Hours  Rate  Total
Randall A. Pulman 0.70 $500.00 $350.00
W. Drew Mallender 0.50 375.00 187.50
Anna K. MacFarlane 4.50 250.00 1,125.00

Total Current Work 1,662.50
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2

218854

May 12, 2022

Matters relating to MB Hale Ohana Revocable Trust
1934.004

Lowe, Pat

Balance Due $1,662.50

Task Code Summary
Fees Expenses

B120 Asset Analysis and Recovery 1662.50 0.00

B100 Administration 1,662.50 0.00
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Expenses
Date Amount Description

12/20/2021 7.4 Online research

12/22/2021 5 Online research

12/22/2021 20 Online research

01/05/2022 50.45 Delivery services/messengers -
Fedex#816127571555

01/25/2022 3 Online research - SOS Texas

 01/31/2022 188 Filing Fee - Texas Western Bankruptcy
Court #A22778604

02/02/2022 4710.47 Postage - Mailout matrix/initial pleadings
& notices - Blend Document
Technologies #55750B

02/07/2022 15.55 Delivery services/messengers - Hot Shot
# 1521289

02/24/2022 245.58 Outside printing - XCEL #14176

03/16/2022 188 Filing Fee - Pay.gov Western District of
Texas - U.S. Bankruptcy Court

03/16/2022 17999.67 Outside printing - Mailout of PSI Sale
Motion & Notice of Hearing - Blend
Document Technologies #55923B

03/18/2022 2 SOS Texas

03/21/2022 5361.78 Outside printing - Mailout Notice of Sale
& Sale Procedures - Blend Document
Technologies #55929B

03/31/2022 155.64 Online research - Thomson Reuter -
Westlaw

Total Expenses 28952.54
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First Interim Fee Application In re deeproot Capital Management, et al. Fee Allocation Among Jointly Administered Debtors

deeproot Capital 
Management, LLC Policy Services, Inc.

Wizard Mode Media, 
LLC deeproot Pinball, LLC

deeproot Growth 
Runs Deep Fund, LLC

deeproot 575 Fund, 
LLC

deeproot 3 Year 
Bonus Income 
Debenture Fund, LLC deeproot Tech, LLC deeproot Funds, LLC

deeproot Studios, 
LLC

deeproot 5 Year 
Bonus Income 
Debenture Fund, LLC

Main Case
B110 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05 $807.05
B120 $1,252.30 $50,092.00 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30 $1,252.30
B130 $20,670.00 $82,680.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
B150 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86 $863.86
B160 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00 $1,175.00
B180 $0.00 $2,995.50 $0.00 $0.00 $2,995.50 $2,995.50 $0.00 $0.00 $2,995.50 $0.00 $0.00
B190 $0.00 $1,488.75 $0.00 $0.00 $1,488.75 $1,488.75 $0.00 $0.00 $1,488.75 $0.00 $0.00
B300 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14 $101.14

Sub‐Total: $24,869.35 $140,203.30 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 $4,199.35

SEC Matter
B190 $0.00 $16,626.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,578.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sub‐Total: $0.00 $16,626.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,578.00 $0.00 $0.00

CCW Matter
B180 $0.00 $5,072.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $212.50 $0.00 $0.00

Sub‐Total: $0.00 $5,072.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $212.50 $0.00 $0.00

Ohana Matter
B120 $0.00 $1,662.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sub‐Total: $0.00 $1,662.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Fees by  Estate $24,869.35 $163,564.80 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $10,474.10 $4,199.35 $4,199.35

Expenses $2,355.24 $26,597.30

Totals $27,224.59 $190,162.10 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $8,683.60 $8,683.60 $4,199.35 $4,199.35 $10,474.10 $4,199.35 $4,199.35
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