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7 Claims,

This invention relates to games of the so-
called “bagatelle” type in which a gams harrd is
provided with a shooter by means of which balls
may be propelled over the surface of an inclined
game board, the game board being provided with
a plurality of pins and pockets, the pins being for
the purpose of deflecting the balls while the
pockets are for the purpose of receiving them,
the object being to get the balls into certain de-
sired pockets for the purpose of scoring or play-
ing the game. Game boards of this general type
and of the various designs are generally known.

According to the present invention, there is
provided a game board of this general type hav-
ing a plurality of playing fields differently ar-
ranged but co-related in such manner that the
bagatelle game may be played in the conventional
fashion or whereby the game can be modified to
provide a play simulating the playing of golf.

In accordance with the present invention, the
balls can first be played on the primary playing
field to simulate the play on the fairway of a
gold course, and the secondary playing field is
thereafter used to complete the play simulating
the putting of the ball on the green in a game
of golf.

The invention may be readily understood by
reference to the accompanying. drawings which
illustrate certain embodiments of my invention,
and it will be understood that these are merely
illustrative of the invention and that the inven-
tion is not confined to the particular construction
and arrangements therein disclosed.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a preferred
embodiment of the invention, the drawing how-
ever, omitting those legends (shown in Fig. 7)
according to which the game may be adapted to
play simulating the playing of golf;

Figure 2 is a longitudinal section in the plane
of line IT—II of Fig. 1;

Figure 3 is a transverse vertical section in the
plane of line ITI—III of Fig. 1;

Figure 4 is a similar view in the plane of line
IV—IV of Fig. 1;

Figure 5 is a plan view of the bottom slide plate
apart from the rest of the machine;

Figure 6 is a detail view showing a movable
ball pin forming a part of the game board of Fig.
1; and

Figure 7 is a plan view on a slightly larger
scale showing a modified playing board and show-
ing legends on the game board for use in playing
a game simulating the playing of golf, and which

(CL 273—121)

legends can also preferably be applied to the
game board of Fig. 1.

Referring first to the construction shown in
Figs. 1 to 6, the game comprises a casing or frame
2 having a glass cover 3. Spaced belcw the glass
cover 3 is a playing surface 4 comprising a smooth
inclined board or other surface having an up-
standing guide strip 5 thereon which extends up
one side of the board, is curved across the top of
the board, extends down the other side of the 10
board, is curved on a shorter radius near the bot-
tom of the board as indicated at 5a, this flange
then looping around as.indicaed at 5b.to enclose
the secondary playing field 8, the primary play-
ing field partly surrounding the secondary field 15
€ and being indicated generally by the reference
numeral T.

The playing board 4 is inclined upwardly from
one end toward the other, and at the lower end
thereof, preferably at the right-hand corner, 20
there is a ball shooting plunger of the conven-
tional type, this ball shooter being designated
generally as 8 and being of the type wherein by
pulling back on the operating knob a spring is
compressed which, upon releasing the knob, 25
moves the plunger forwardly to shoot the ball.
Extending forwardly of the shocter is a runway,
designated 9, and there is preferably a swing-
ing gate 0 across the exit of this runway, this
gate being of a type commonly employed on toys 30
of this nature and comprising a wire pivotally
supported about a small nail so as to swing out
when hit by a ball travelling up the runway,
and to drop back to the position shown to pre-
vent the ball from reentering the runWa,y At 35
the front of the secondary playing field 6. s a
transverse partition extending part way across..
the main playing surface 1, this partition being
designated 11 and having a series of notches on
the face thereof. The playing board 4 is pro- 40
vided with a plurality of holes (2, each hole
being positioned directly in front of a notch. In-
termediate the holes are pins 13 for deflecting
the rolling balls into one notch or another,
These notches may be marked with numerals in 45
the manner shown on correspondingly positioned
notches in Fig. 7. Positioned elsewhere over the -
main playing surface T are a plurality of scat-
tered holes {4, these holes being partly sur-
rounded by rows of upstanding nails 15, these 50
nails forming wickets or pockets about the holes
in the manner well known to those skilled in
the art. These holes may also be marked with
numerals and indicia in the manner also illus-
trated in Fig. 7. Scattered over the main play- 55

[



20

35

40

55

60

70

2 2,027,244

ing surface T are upstanding pins 16 forming
bafiles with which the rolling balls may contact
to deflect their course.

In addition to the holes or pockets 12 and 14,
there is provided between the runway 9 and the
margin of the secondary playing field 6 a back
wall 1T having one or more pockets I8 at the
front thereof, similar to the pockets 12, two of
these pockets being shown in Fig, 1. These pock-
ets comprise notches formed in the back wall and
holes passing through the playing board.

In the secondary playing field there is a single
central opening 19, and along the back wall 5¢
of this field there is a single slot 20 through the
playing board. . It is customary in game boards
of this nature to.provide some means under the
playing board to prevent the balls from falling
completely through the scoring holes or pockets
until the play has been completed. Such a means
is provided in the present board, and it comprises
a thin plate 21 slidably supported at the bottom
of the playing board 4. As shown in Fig. 5, this
plate 21 is provided with numerous holes and
slots which are normally out of register with the
holes in the playing board 4, but which may be
brought into register therewith by pushing for-
wardly on an opserating extension 22 at the rear
of the board. Spaced below the plate 21 is a re-
ceiving board 23 onto which the balls fall when

they drop through the registering openings in the

playing board and the plate 2f. The board 23
is sloped toward the rear of the casing, and it is

.provided with a discharge opening 24 through

which the balls can roll by gravity into a re-
ceiving trough 25. The movement of the balls
through the hole 24 into the receiving trough 25
is governed by the sliding gate 26 operated from
an extension 26’ at the rear of the casing. When
desired, the member 26’ may be a conventional
coin-controlled device.

When the balls roll down the receiving trough
25, they pass into a . transversely extending
trough or runway 21 (see Fig. 4). At the lower
end of the trough or runway 27 is an elevator
wheel 28, this wheel comprising a disc having
pockets 29 in the periphery thereof, which pock-
ets are large enough to accommodate only a sin-
gle ball. The disc 28 is carried on a shaft 30, the
rear end of which projects beyond the rear of
the .casing and is provided with an operating
knob 31. The wheel 28 is enclosed in the casing,
but an inclined surface is provided at the rear
of the runway 9, this surface being designated 32,
by means of which when the ball has been' ele-
vated through the rotation of the disc 28 it may

‘roll from the pocket down the surface 32 into the
‘Tunway 9 to a position in front of the plunger 8.

In this way the balls can be moved one at a time
into playing position in front of the plunger.
After-all of the balls on the trough or runway 21
have been played, the sliding plate 21 is operated
to permit the balls which have been placed in the
various pockets to drop through onto the re-
ceiving board 23, from whence they may be again
put into play through the operation of the gate 26.

Along the longitudinal side of the board op-
posite the side on which the shooter is located
there is a relatively long runway 34, the upper
end of which terminates in the playing field 1
and the lower or rear end of which terminates
at the back wall 5¢ of the secondary playing
field 6. This runway is formed by the various
convolutions of the upstanding strip 5.. In the
board 4.-at the forward end of the runway 34 is
a slot 35, which slot is shown in detail in Fig, 6.

Pivotally mounted in the slot is a lever 36 which
projects below the board 4 and which has a wire

finger or pin 37 formed thereon, this wire pin.

or finger being bent to such shape that when the
lever is in the vertical position shown by the
dotted lines in Fig. 6, the finger 31 will be up-
right and form an obstacle to prevent the bhalls
from passing down the runway 34. By rocking

the lever 386 to the inclined position shown in -

full lines in Fig. 6, the finger 37 is flush with the
top of the playing surface so that balls can roll
over it into the runway 34. Means is provided
for operating this finger or pin 37 at will.
means comprises an operating rod 38 connected to
the lower end of the lever 36 and passing back
through the rear end of the casing, the end of the
rod being provided with an operating knob 39.
By reciprocation of the rod 38 the lever 36 can

10 -
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be moved to the positions shown.  Also, it is de-

sirable that when the play is initiated the pin
37 shall be standing up in the ball obstructing
position, and shall be retracted to its inoperative
position only after a predetermined number of
balls have been played into predetermined holes
or pockets on the main playing board. In order
to insure that the pin be in the ball obstructing
position when the play is initiated, the sliding
plate 21 carries a lug or bracket 40 on its under
surface, this lug carrying a finger 41 arranged
to contact with the lever 36. When the plate 21
is back in it normal position, the finger 41 is
clear of the lever 36 and the lever 36 can be op-
erated at will. When the plate 21 is shoved for-

~ ward to clear the board of balls, the finger #{

engages the lever 38, pushing the lever to the
dotted line position shown in Fig. 6. Thus the
pin is automatically set up each time the board
is cleared, and it has to be retracted by manual
operation of the knob 39.

By reason of the presence of the retractible pin
31, the secondary playing field 6 can be used or
not at the option of the player.

As stated above, the pockets of the primary
playing surface are preferably marked with in-
dié¢ia similar to that shown in Fig. 7, and there is
also available in connection with the game a table
having indicia simulating a golf score similar to
that indicated in Fig. 7.

When it is desired to play the game of baga-

telle in the usual way, the secondary playing field
need not be used and the operation of the game
will be readily understcod, the ball being shot into
the different pockets of the primary playing sur-

2
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face. In playing a game simulating the game of -

golf the players use a score card similar to that

shown in Fig. 7 which gives the yardages arbi-
trarily designating a hypothetical golf course, to-
gether with a hypothetical par score for the va-
rious holes of the course. Taking as an example
the first hole of Fig. 7, it is noted that the first
hole is 300 yards. ‘The player shoots the first ball
and it may be assumed that the ball rolls into one
of the pockets marked 200. This means that on
his “drive” he has played the ball 200 yards. He
shoots the next ball, which for purpose of illus-
tration, may be assumed to go into one of the
holes or pockets marked 100.

“stroke” thus puts him on the “green.” He then

-retracts the movable pin 37 to its inoperative po-

sition and in his next play he shoots the ball hard
in order that it will follow around the guide rail
5, roll down the runway 34, circle around the por-

-tion 5a of the guide rail, and enter the secondary

playing field 6. If this ball goes into the central
hole or pocket {9, the player has made his “putt”

55
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and his score for the hole is one under par. If,
however, the ball goes into the slot 28, he has
missed his putt and must shoot another ball and
continue to do so until one goes into the hole {9.
The number of balls shot to complete any given
hole on the score card indicates the player’s num-
ber of “strokes” for that hole. Since the players
can control their shots very considerably by their
manipulation of the shooter or plunger 8, the
game provides a game of skill which simulates to
a, considerable extent the playing of golf.

Tt will be cbserved by reference to Fig. 7 that
some of the pockets are designated as hazards,
and if a ball is played into one of the hagards the
player may then shoot for those pockets which
are appropriately marked to indicate playing out
of the hazard. If the player overshoots the green,
according to the hypothetical yardage, he will
play the ball intoc one of the other pockets 18,
these pockets also being appropriately marked.

Not only does the movable pin 37 control the
movement of balls into the runway 34, but when
this pin is in its upstanding position the players
can use it to considerable advantage as an obsta-
cle to bounce the ball against. If the ball is shot
from the shooter with considerable force, if will
roll around and hit this pin with considerable
force and rebound.

When a hole of golf is completed by sinking
the putt, the board or playing field is cleared of
all balls that were shot for said hole by pushing
in the knob 22 which drops all the balls out of

‘gight. Now the field is clear of all balls shot for

the previous hole and is ready to play the next
hole.

Referring to Fig. 7, this figure shows a con-
ventional game board of the same general type as
the one shown in Fig. 1, but I have shown the
board as being a simple board without a casing
and without the ball feeding mechanism, the
arrangement of Fig. 1 being more generally
adapted for commercial amusement purposes,
and the arrangement of Fig. 7 being the type of
board or game adapted for home use. It will be
understood, however, that the idea of Fig. 1 can
be incorporated on a simple home playing board
of the type shown in Fig. 7, and that the ar-
rangement shown in Fig. 7 can be adapted to use
the various mechanisms shown in Pig. 1 for com-
mercial amusement purposes. In Fig. 7 the
game board, designated generally as 50, has a
marginal flange 51 for retaining the balls on the
playing board. Various pockets 52 are formed
on the surface of the board, these pockets pref-
erably being formed by small nails arranged in
U-shaped formation. Scattered over the sur-
face of the board are obstacle pins 53.

The board is provided with a longitudinally ex-
tending partition 54 that extends from the rear
end of the board to a point past the middie of
the board. The board is also provided with a
transverse partition 55 which extends part way
across the board from the left-hand side to the
partition 54. 'The partitions 54 and 55 serve to
separate the primary playing surface 56 from the
secondary playing surface or space 57, The ball
shooter is located at 58, being in a corner of the
board opposite the secondary playing field 51.
The primary playing surface 56 is the same shape
as that shown in Fig. 1, having a main portion
at the top of the board and a leg portion 56a
which extends down alongside the partition 94.
The back wall 59 at the rear end of this leg is
notched to provide a plurality of ball receiving
pockets, as indicated. The partition 55 is also

‘notched to provide a plurality of ball receiving

pockets as shown. The secondary playing sur-
face 571 is preferably covered with felt and is pro-
vided with a recessed cup 60. Along the rear end

of the board there is provided a trough or re- 5

ceptable 61 adapted to hold the playing pieces
comprising the ball 62, a die 63, a shooter or
“Aipper” 64, and tiddledywinks 65. The parti-
tion 54 serves to hold a score card simulating a
golf card. 10
In playing a game simulating the game of golf
the play is first conducted on the primary play-
ing surface 55 using the balls 62 and the shooter
58. The player shoots the balls at a necessary
“yardage” to “put him on the green.” When the 15
yardage indicates that he is on the green he
throws the die 62 and this indicates which one
of the several concentric rings marked on the
secondary playing field 57 the player shall pus
his tiddledywinks in, thereby determining the 20
lie of the “ball” on the “green.” Placing the tid-
dledywinks on this green enables the player to
complete the play by using a flipper &4 to get the
tiddledywinks in the cup. In this way he “putts”
out the play. i 25
The form of game provides a game board hav-
ing co-related playing fields comprising a pri-
mary and a secondary field so arranged that the
play may be initiated in the primary field and
complemented or completed in the secondary field. 30
The indicia on the primary playing field, or the
indicia in conjunction with the cups with which
the indicia is associated co-relate the play in the
primary field to the play in the secondary field.
In this respect the board adapts itself to the play- 35
ing of a game simulating golf because in the game
of golf the play is initiated on the fairway and
completed on the green. The arrangement of the

‘two fields is such that the full length of the board

is available for the shooting of the ball and the 49
full width of the upper part of the board is avail-
able for the roll of the ball to different pock-
ets. The secondary field, therefore, is so located
that it does not impair the area of the primary
field over which play is desirable. 45
While I have shown and specifically described
certain embodiments of my invention, it will be
understood that this is intended by way of illus-
tration and that various changes and modifica-
tions may be made in the construction and ar- 50

- rangement of the particular parts within the con-

templation of my invention and, as previously in-

dicated, the board arrangement of Fig. 1 can be..__-

used in a simple form of home playing board as
shown in Fig. 7, while the board layout of Fig. 7 55
may be used with mechanisms of the type shown
in Fig. 1 for automatically removing the balls
from the playing surface and for returning them
one by one to the shooter. '
I claim: . 60
1. In 3 ball rolling game of the class described,
5 playing board having a ball shooter, said board
having a primary playing field and a secondary
playing field, a passage connecting said fields,

a manually operable gate in said passage, said 65 -

gate comprising a pin, a lever on which the pin
is carried, and means for moving the lever to rock
the pin from an upright position to a horizontal
position, the board having a slot therein to re-
ceive the pin in & horizontal position whereby the 70
pin is removed entirely out of the path of the
balls when it is in the horizontal position.

2. A game board of the class described compris-
ing an elongated playing surface having a round-~
ed flange at its upper end, said board having the 15
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playing surface theteof divided into a primary

-playing field and a secondary playing field, the
-primary playing field extending across the top

and down along one side of the secondary playing
field, there being a runway for balls from the top
of the primary playing field down the opposite
side of the secondary playing field opening into
the secondary playing field, and ‘a movable gate
at the entrance of said runway.

3. A game board of the class described compris-

ing an elongated playing surface having a round-
- ed flange at its-upper end, said board having the

playing surface thereof divided into a primary
playing field and a secondary playing field, the
primary: playing. field extending across the top
and down along one side- of the secondary play-
ing field, there being a runway for balls from the
top of the primary playing field down the opposite
side of the secondary playing field opening into
the secondary playing field, and a movable gate

-at the entrance of said runway, the primary play-

ing surface having a plurality of ball pockets
thereon and the secondary playing surface ha.v-
ing ‘a single objective pocket thereon.

4. A golf game apparatus, comprising a game
board having a primary playing field simulating
the play of a game on the fairway of a golf course
and a -secondary playing field simulating the put-
ting on the green in the game of golf, said pri-
mary playing field having pockets representative
of plays on the fairway and said second playing
field having a pocket representative of the “hole”
in a pufting green, said board having a ball guid-
ing runway establishing communication between
the two playing fields, whereby a ball may pass
direct through the fairway playing field on into
the putting green playing field, a shiftable gate
member at the entrance to said runway operative
to hold the balls to the fairway playing field in
one position and to pass the balls on to the put-
ting green playing field in another position and
a ball shooter on the primary fairway pla.ymg
field.

5. Golf game playmg apparatus, comprising a
game board having primary and secondary play-
ing fields, one of said playing fields simulating a

8,027,344

putting green and having a single clip simulating
the hole in a game of golf, the other playing field -
having ball holding devices simulating the play-on
the fairway of a golf course, a ball shooter for

. driving balls onto one of said playing fields, a ball 5

guiding runway establishing communication be-
tween the two playing fields and a gate member
at the head of said runway shiftable to permit
entry of the balls from one playing field into said
runway or to confine balls to said mentioned play~ 10
ing field and whereby plays simulating the plays
on the fairways of a golf course may first be
effected -and then after shifting the gate mem-
ber plays simulating the putting the ball in the
cup be effected. 13
6. A . game board having two different playing
fields with scoring devices thereon, a shooter for
driving balls over either playing field into co-
operative relation with said scoring devices, said
playing fields being successively placed with re- 2o
spect.- to. said shooter, a runway for passage of
balls from the shooter to the furthest playing
field and a movable gate hingedly mounted on

_said game board at the entrance to said runway

and having two positions on said board, to permit 23
passage of the balls from sdid shooter through
said runway to said furthest playing fleld or to
obstruct passage of balls into said runway and
confine them to the nearer playing field. .

7. A -game board having two different playing 30
fields with scoring devices thereon, a shooter for
driving balls over either playing field into co-
operative relation with said scoring devices, said
playing fields being successively placed with re-
spect ‘to said shooter, a runway for passage of 33
balls from the shooter to -the furthest playing
field and a movable gate hingedly mounted on
said game board-at the entrance to said runway
and having two positions on said board, to per-
mit passage of the balls from said shooter through 40
said- runway to said furthest playing field or to
obstruct passage of balls into said runway and
to confine them to the nearer playing field, said
movable gate consisting of a shiftable rebound
abutment for the balls. ~ 45

ALBERT S. MOORMAN.



